WORKSHOP: OBJECT RELATIONS INSTITUTE
EROTIC PASSION AND EROTIC TRANSFERENCE
            Dr. Susan Kavaler-Adler (Ph.D., ABPP, D. Litt) published a multitude of articles and books related to Erotic Transference beginning with her article on “Mourning and Erotic Transference” published in The International Journal of Psychoanalysis,1992 (73 (3), pp.527-539).  This was one of the earliest papers on a male erotic transference with a female psychoanalyst in a full psychoanalysis, and it introduced object relations theory to such analysis with a primary focus on how preoedipal and oedipal levels of mourning can facilitate the erotic transference serving as a vehicle for evolution from neurotic inhibition to full passion and commitment to romance, creativity and work in life.  Also characteristic of this article was the distinction of the erotic transference serving as transitional phenomena as opposed to resistance in analytic treatment, with the analyst who is the target of erotic transference, an is serving as a “transitional object.”  This thinking was carried over by Dr. Kavaler-Adler into the realm of homoerotic transference in her article in the Division 39 journal (APA, Division of Psychoanalysis) Psychoanalysis and Psychotherapy (2003), entitled “Lesbian Homoerotic Transference in Dialectic with Developmental Mourning: On the Way to Symbolism from the Protosymbolic.” This article also presented a full case study, but this time of a female lesbian woman and a female analyst, with object relations explanations of all the erotic and negative transference dynamics.  These two articles were reprinted in Gender, Countertransference and the Erotic Transference, edited by Joy Schaverien, and published by Routledge in 2006.
            In 2003, after publishing her two well-known books on the passions of women writers and artists, The Compulsion to Create: Women Writers and Their Demon Lovers (Routledge, 2003, Other Press, 2006) and The Creative Mystique: From Red Shoes Frenzy to Love and Creativity (Routledge 1996), Dr. Kavaler-Adler published a book entitled Mourning, Spirituality and Psychic Change: A New Object Relations View of Psychoanalysis (Routledge, 2003), which won the National Gradiva Award.  One reviewer’s response to this book, published in the Division of Psychoanalysis, Division 39 (APA) newsletter, was to say that the book could have been entitled Mourning, Erotic Transference, and Psychic Change since the in-depth clinical cases in this book had so much material on erotic transference.  In this book, Dr. Kavaler-Adler not only had cases of both heterosexual and homosexual erotic transferences, but she also had cases of homoerotic transference in the heterosexual woman with the female analyst. In 2001  Dr. Kavaler-Adler, an Argentine Tango dancer as well as psychoanalyst, had also published her views on “Anatomy of Surrender” in Reportango Magazine, in which she began to define the critical distinctions between submission and surrender that are so relevant to sustained object relations connection in both psychoanalysis/psychotherapy and in the zen-like experience of “being in the zone” in

Argentine Tango.  This overlapped with her focus on sustained sensuality and erotic development in her case studies of erotic transference.  Then in 2009, Dr. Kavaler-Adler published an article in the American Journal of Psychoanalysis on “An Object Relations View of Phantom of the Opera and Its Demon Lover Theme: the Modern Film,” which addresses how two core factors in development influence how erotic passion can be owned and connected to relationship, as opposed to being split off in the entrapment of the 
“Demon-lover complex.”  She then gave a lecture at Blanton Peale Institute on “Erotic Transference: the Road to Passion and Symbolization” in 2009.  In 2009, Dr. Kavaler-Adler also dealt with the pathology versus health of erotic development in “Seduction, Date Rape, and Aborted Surrender,” first given as a paper at the Object Relations Institute Eighteenth Annual Conference, and then published in the International Forum of

Psychoanalysis journal in 2010 (published online in 2009).  


In all these writings and lectures, Dr. Kavaler-Adler has shown an expertise with issues of erotic development and erotic transference analysis in clinical treatment that she will share with workshop participants in her “Erotic Passion and Erotic Transference” workshop. 
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